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HAPPY BIRTHDAY

Lynn Weiss G-17
Lisi Stahler G-1
Nina Anziska G-8
Edith Koslowe G-7
El Moses B-13
Abigail Pick G-3
Daniel Feiner Counselor of B-7
Binyamin Weinstein B-16
Alanna Apfel G-2
Arielle Bressler G-19
Steven Bressler B-9
Yael Bressler G-20
Danielle Goldstein G-3
Gavriel Krauss B-10
Tamar Lifschitz G-18
Moriah Bardani G-9
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CMezel Tov @n Yaur | 1+ Friday night speaker
SBar CMitzvah : Rabbi Yitzchak
Qimi Obiegel SB-8 i Rosenbaum

10:30 P.M. -Pargod
Hope to see you there!

Shabbat Times: [ ‘'-""=-----=csss=scr=sc=c=s
Candlelighting: . WWelcomeall
Z7:00 B.IVI. :

MKabbalat . campers who
Shabbat: : hawve joined us
e for August!
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he skill of judging favorably is many-faceted. Taking note
| of its diverse dimensions helps us appreciate the value of

acquiring this essential skill.

It's a mitzvah

Some people think that judging favorably is an elevated be-
havior expected only of the extremely pious, one which only a
“tzaddik” Is capable of achieving. But the fact that the injunc-
tion to judge favorably is included amongst the 613 mitzvos
given to all Jews for all generations proves it is not the purview
only of the elite. This is confirmation that not only a select few,
but all of us, are obligated in its fulfillment. In addition, since we
know that any mitzvah given to all of us must aiso be within the
capacity of each one of us to fulfill. we know, therefore, that
every person is capable of judging others favorably.

The Torah requires every Jew, from the most intellectual to
the least intellectual, from the most sensitive to the least sensi-
tive, to work towards spiritual improvement. Bettering our
relationships with others is a great part of attaining this spiritu-
al self-enhancement. Judging favorably contributes crucially to
our ability to get along with others.

This is an obligation commanded and demanded by Hashem.
It is what distinguishes us and contributes to our uniqueness as
a nation.

It's pivotal

“This positive commandment,” says the Mitzvos Halevavos,
“leads to the fulflllment of all the commandments between man
and his friend. It is the pillar on which all other mitzvos affect-
ing man's interpersonal relationships stand.™

When we find some redeeming factor which explains another
person's disturbing behavior, we surely have a better feeling to-
wards him. Suspicion is a roadblock forcing us to detour into
resentment, grudge-bearing, anger, gossip and slander, and
sometimes even hatred and disputes. Remove the roadblock
and you can go straight through to caring, kindness and peace
— all the productiVe and constructive ways of interacting with
others.

It creates peace

Sefer HaChinuch tells us that the main purpose of the mitz-
vah of judging favorably is to help create a peaceful society,
Fulfiliment of this mitzvaki — removel of one man's false suspi-
clons of anotfrer through fair and deliberate judgment — Is
essential for harmonious living.?

Our Sages give us a list of mitzvos whose reward W@nﬂo&n._
ly great. One bf them is the mitfvah of jugifg favorably. The
Gemera says this list na..?.n_uo.ﬂ_n to n%__a. mentioned in
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Mishnah Peah. When we look at this second list, though, we see
that the mitzvah of judging favorably does not appear; instead,
the mitzvah of promoting peace between man and his fellow
man does.’ Rashi explains: Judging favorably is bringing peace
between man and man.

Usually when we think of making peace between two people
we see it as helping two “other” people solve their problems. No
less important, however, is making peace between ourselves
and others. If | am willing to give the other person the benefit of
the doubt and say, “Maybe what he did to me really wasn't
wrong,” 6r, “Maybe it was beyond his control,” or, “He did it for
my benefit.” | can restore the peace between us.*

From the Vilna Gaon we learn more about the role that judg-
ing favorably plays in creating peace. If you have an enemy,
there is a proven and tested method of reversing his animosity.
If you judge him favorably — if you understand him sufficiently
to consider him completely virtuous — your attitude will affect
his, and his enmity will dissipate.® We are told in Mishlei
(27:19): As water reflects the face shown it, so too the heart of
one man [is reflected] to another. The Gaon explains: Just as
water reflects the face of a man peering into it, so one man's
heart reflects another's feelings. We sense what others feel to-
wards us, even if those sentiments remain unexpressed.*
Feelings are felt . .. and returned. If we develop positive feelings
towards someone who is angry with us, by judging him favor-
ably, our adversary will pick up those positive feelings and his
heart will be swayed.

It's a midah

Judging favorably is both a mitzvah and a midah, a charac-
ter trait, one which we have inherited from our forefathers. Our
Sages teach us that when the people of Scdom sinned,
Hashem reveaied this to Avraham because He knew that
Avraham would come to their defense.”” In Tehillim (45:8) we

read: "You love righteousness and hate wickedness, therefore
Hashem, your G-d, anointed you ‘with oil of rejoicing above
your friends.” The midrash tells us that these words were said
by Hashem to Avraham, and explain the words to mean: You
love righteousness — You love to find righteousness in My cre-
ations; and hate wickedness — you refrain from faulting them.
Therefore | chose you and | raised you above your friends —
the ten generations from Noach to Avraham. | rejected all of
the ten generations and chose you, Avraham, because of this
midah."

When R' Chaim Volozhin tells us about .._.ﬁ greatness of
Avraham he notes: When a tzaddik struggles to perfect himself,
his children are blessed. They will be drawn towards those same
character traits and can acquire them with less effort. Because
Avraham excelled In the trait of looking for good In his fellow
man, this path has been made easier for us to tread, if we will
but make the effort.”
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Rabbeinu Yonah describes this midah based on a verse in
Mishlet (14:9): *Fools heap condemnation, but for the upright
there is satisfaction.™ Fools, he explains, always want to find
people’s weaknesses. They are happy to make them look guilty.
But the upright take pleasure in noticing people's strengths, and
come to their defense when their weaknesses show."

From the above, we learn that we have two levels to strive to-
wards:

« not wanting to make people look bad, and
s laking pleasure In making people look good.

1. Not wanting to make people look bad

When Noach was lying inebriated, he became uncovered. His
son Cham saw him lying in disgrace and ran to teil his two
brothers. When Shem and Yefes heard, they took a garment
and, turning their heads aside so as not to see their father's
shame, covered Noach. What is the midah we see exemplified
by Shem and Yefes here? The desire to cover over peoples’
faults and embarrassing deeds"when thegesls no benefit in re-
vealing them." wr
2. Taking pleasure in making touvhn look good

virtuous man was walking with his students and they

chanced upon the dead carcass of an animal. The stu-
dents said, "What a foul odor is coming from this carcass!"
The virtuous man said, "How white are its teeth/™

Which was true? Which was more abvious?

Both observations were true. Even though the white teeth
were much less obvious and easy to overlook in the face of the
offensive, overpowering odor of a dead carcass, the virtuous
man foufid something nice to see and to say. He chose to con-
centrate on the positive. If this can be said concerning a dead
animal, how much more so should we try to find the good in a
human being.

The Chofetz Chaim reiterates this idea: "A person should try
to perfect his character so that he can be counted amongst the
worthy, and not the unworthy. What are the traits of the worthy?
They help others whenever they are able; they conceal other
peoples’ weaknesses, as they would their own. And if they see
a person angry at ancther, they try to calm him, by giving him
an understanding of the other person's position....

“The unworthy do the opposite. They harm others and are
happy when others fail. They reveal their faults, and if a person
makes a mistake, they Interpret it as Intentional wickedness.
They cause fights and incite one person against his friend and
think they are clever for all thisl®

The Chofetz Chaim goes on to ask: What is considered true
wisdom and strength? A person who sees his friend at the edge
of a roof and gives him a push, or one who sees his friend falling
and tries to catch him? One who finds his friend down and kicks
him, or one who finds his friend already in the pit and tries to
pull him out?

This is the essence of judging favorably. It means that if we
find our friend in a situation where it seemns he has aiready “fall-
en,” when suspicions of guilt surround him, we use our mental
resources to lift him out of that mess, both in our own mind and
in the minds of others. This Is what finding zechus is about. This
Is the midah to which we are asked to aspire."
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¢ % Explaining Rather Than Complaining

et b MY privy YT
Light is sown for the righteous and for the up-
right of heart. gladness (Tehillim 87:11).

Most people in this world seek happiness in some form or
other — but where exactly does one turn in order to find this
elusive state? King David tells us that if one seeks simchah,
gladness, he should join the ranks of the yishrei lev, the upright
of heart. Who are these happy and fortunate pecple?

R’ Yitzchok Hutner, late rosh yeshivah of Yeshivas R' Chaim
Berlin, observed that the Targum translates 27 ™2 as "¥™in
x3Y, which literally means “those whose hearts are full of
o'y1n, explanations.”

The heart of an unhappy person is filled with strong questions
on everyone and everything. Such a person is critical and nit-
picking, finding fault everywhere and voicing his bitter
complaints about everything. “Why did he say that to me? How
could she do such a thing? Where was G-d when | needed
Him?" Naturally this negative attitude fills him with discontent;
joy and gladness are banished from his heart.

The secret of perpetual gladness, says R’ Hutner, is to devel-
op a positive attitude whereby you find oy, explanations,
which justify the actions of the people you encounter. in other
words, it is better to explain than to complain.

This message is implied In the first half of the verse as well:
pry% ¥71 Tk, light is sown for the righteous, Le. the righteous
know that the justification for an action or event Is often not
readily apparent. One must dig beneath the surface to discover
the “light” which is “sown” and concealed within. The righteous
ones are those contented and happy people who have learned
the art of unearthing the “light” in everything.”

It's the antidole Lo lashon hara

Fulfillment of this mitzvah offers us another benefit: It coun-

teracts the evil of lashon hara.

Lashon hara, literally “evil talk,” refers to a statement which
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belittles others or causes them damage or embarrassment and
serves no constructive purpose even though it may be true. The
mitzvah of judging favorably is directly followed in the Torah by
a warning concerning lashon hara, to teach us that judging fa-
vorably and refraining from speaking lashon hara are closely
connected. '

The Chofetz Chaim tells us: The mor j
less lashon hara we will speak."” RpEigecb 8

If we don't think negatively about others in the first place,
then we are not in danger of such thoughts ever being ex-
pressed. When we are constantly battling with negative
thoughts, there is always the possibility that they will prevail
and be articulated. If we can ebliterate or at least neutralize sus-
picions as they arise, by judging favorably, then there remain no
negative thoughts lurking in our mind waiting for a chance to
escape in the form of lashon hara.

Following the attempts by Midian to lead Bnei Yisrael astray,
G-d commands Bnei Yisrael to take vengeance against the nation of
Midian. Bnei Yisrael accede to G-d’s demand, crushing the Midian-
ites,and are left with plentiful spoils. The riches are boundless, in-
cluding hundreds of thousands of sheep, donkeys, and cattle as well
as jewelry and utensils.

While most of the booty was immediately available for use,
Elazar informed Bnei Yisrael that the utensils could not be used right
away. “0°n2 17°2vN ... 270 IR IR (Bamidbar 31:22-23) “But of
the gold, silver, bronze, steel, iron, tin, and lead, that which was
used in fire you must now bring through the fire, and it will be pure,
though it must be purified in water. That which was used in water,
you must now bring through the water.”

The Gemara (Avoda Zara 75B) derives two halachot from this
verse. First, the pasuk teaches that non-kosher utensils must be puri-
fied with boiling water or fire depending on their use. Second, the
additional requirement of “Xvnn’ 172 °»m1 IX” teaches the require-
ment to immerse in a mikveh vessels purchased from a non-Jew.

The Talmud Yerushalmi (Avoda Zara 5:15) quotes Rav Yirmiya’s
explanation that the immersion serves to raise the vessels to
Lxaw* NWITY, that is to prepare them for the sanctity of the Jewish
home.

In this mitzvah of 1771 *1¥3, the purification of captured ves-
sels, we have an important lesson. Everything we bring into the
Jewish home, must meet two requirements. First it must be halachi-
Jcally acceptable, free from any lack of <kashrut”. Additionally, the

contents of our homes must meet the m.Tb%am of nwip, the holi-
ess of a Jewish home. L

Rabbi Dan Jacobson



WHERE ARE THE CAMPERS OF MORASHA FROM?

East Brunswick

NEW YORK
Brooklyn - 82
Queens - 123
Kew Gardens
Flushing
Holliswood
Hillcrest

Great Neck

Five Towns - 183
Cedarhurst
Lawrence
Woodmere

Far Rockaway
Oceanside

New Rochelle, Riverdale, Manhattan - 94

Thank you Paula for providing this statistical data.

FRIDAY QEIEASBSB@0S
SOFITEBAILI PRARTCTIZOS
In an unprecedented display of lack of .
derech eretz, the Kollel took a 19-0 (!) lead into the Last week, in an effort to make
o Jbottom of the last inning against the Ed Staff this Shabbos a more special day for campers, a
{ [past week. Finally, Chutzpah gave way to kavod new program was started. Various staff

{ habriyos and the Ed Staff scored 4 unanswered runs families hosted Shabbos parties for different
" fin the bottom of the 7th to make it interesting. bunks on Shabbos afternoon. Campers could
. The Kollel has now taken 3 of 4 from the Ed be seen running across the campus to find
‘ Staff this summer and members of the Ed Staff their hosts with much excitement. Campers
» fhave been seen practicing on their field at all hours. were then treated to special refreshments and

Bring on the Mets!

a Shabbos story. Yasher koach and thank you
to all the hosts.
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: Rabbi Tszvi and Yaffa Klugerman are here for the first time at Camp Morasha, Tszvi @
: as head lifeguard for boys’ waterfront, and Yaffa working on the Ed Staff. They live in Sil- 9%
: ver Spring, Maryland, with their children Dovie, 6, Sarit, 41/2, and Hillel, 21/2. o
: Tszvi brings over 16 years’ lifeguarding experience with him to Morasha. He

:worked as Assistant Aquatics Director at the Boro Park Y, and as Aquatics Coordinator at 3k

: Yeshiva University. Tszvi also enjoys the culinary arts, and his home-baked challahs are :
élegendary in Silver Spring, where he also teaches a cooking class. During the year, he

: teaches Judaic studies and Jewish history to grades seven through twelve at the Hebrew

: Academy of Greater Washington. !
: Yaffa is a stay-at-home mom, freelance writer, and teacher. She writes about family :

::and Jewish issues for publications such as the Forward, the Washington Jewish Week, and

: Jewish Family and Life. Yaffa also teaches Judaic Studies to fourth graders. Like Tszvi,

: she also enjoys swimming, and she likes surfing the Net. .

: The Klugermans are happy to be at Camp Morasha , and are enjoying getting to know : -

: everyone.

.
.............................................................................................................

Special thanks to Barbara
Simon and Dani Raymon
B13 for all your help last
week.

Thanks also to the entire
office staff: Aliza, Ronit,
Miriam, Paula, Shirley,
and to Chavie, Aviva,
and Michelle.

| Attention All Staff:
iPerek Near the Library
IRabbi Uri Sondhelm -:
1Shabbos Afternnon 5:30 PM |

: All contributions to the Shalhevet are welcome. :
To contribute an article please see Alisa Schwartzat @
the main office or call her at 250 or 214. i

.
......................................................................................................
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. ‘1. Ed Ruelbach
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|1 Which one doesn’t belong?

LAFAIIRAIIAIIA4P9 008903V AAN

PP P PIPLPP PP PP PP EP PP PP PP P PP L PSP P

‘ |l. In oe yea thi sh pitcher won a 20 inning |
(1) T9n°ox (2)719nmonx (3)7%n "1 (4)Tovax | | complete game and an 18 inning complete game.i
| | | Who is he?

|

l
2. Which king of Israel had the longest life || 2. Which Jewish player was known as “the Rabbi

'span? of SWAT”? |

|

|‘3, What do »xw, 717, v22 12 oy37 and X7 | \'S.Which Jewish player stole home in a World
1 4

‘have in common? | | Series game? ,

| ‘ ‘4.The 1933 World Series between the Dodgers and |

J4 When was Israel ruled by a queen in | |Senators featured both teams with Jewish|
| Tanach?  |catchers. Name them. i
| |

‘5. Who was the last king of Israel? ‘ ‘5. Which Jewish pitcher won the 1965 All Starl

l Game? J

-
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§M ers to B I Trivia:

Answers below |

A HIDDEN PROVERB

. . Each square represents one word of a hidden proverb. Can
- 2. Moe Solomon . x you discover what the proverb in?

+ 3. Hank Greenberg
4. Harry Danning and Moe Berg
.5, Sandy Koufax

........................................................

Answers to Tanach Trivia:
‘1 172'17X is the only one not found in Tanach.

: 2. 117 who died at 70.
.+ 3. They were all appointed king by Hashem through a x*23.

4. Before the reign of wx™, m%ny ruled on the throne of Israel.

b T 0 v e 4

Answer on page 8.
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:What is the one thing you hope your parents
‘will bring you on visiting day?

........................................................

: 1. Anonymous: A reservation for a room at a
- luxury hotel.

:3. Sara Winkler - G20: My room.
4 Ruby Yarmush - B15: A ride home.

: 5. Nachshon Block - B15: A cellular phone,
éan RCA dish, and a one way trip home.

6 Jon Perl - B13: My TV,

7 Jonathan Martin - B15: My bed.

8. Anonymous: Food.

9 Anonymous: Themselves.

10. Asher Levin - B15: Milano Cookies.

:11. Zalman Abramchick - B15: My toilet
: paper.

12. Hlanot Girls Counselors: A shidduch and
:new llanot Boy Counselors.

:13. Atara Dachs - G13: My bed.

14. Tzippy Heszkel - G12: A maid.

......................................................

........................................................

........................................................

........................................................

.......................................................

15. Tamar Grunbaum - G12: Money.

: :16. Stacey Garber - Counselor G18: TCBY
:2. Mordechai Raskas - B15: My dog - Simba. :
: : 17. Chani Lindenbaum - G18: Haagen -Dazs
- Rasberry Sorbet.

: 18. Rayna Westreich - G11: A day at the
: Concord with my best friend.

19. Samantha Adelsberg - G11: My
: grandmother’s cookies from Florida.

:20. Rena Katz - G11: Clancy, my brother-in-
law’s dog.

291, Rayna Westreich - G11: A day at the
: Concord with my best friend.

:;22. Samantha Adelsberg - G11: My
: grandmother’s cookies from Florida.

:23. Rena Katz - G11: Clancy my brother-in-
:law’s dog.

: Answer to hidden proverb on Fun Page:

Birds of a feather flock together.




