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Wow!
What a Week!

It was a whirlwind of a week here at Camp
Morasha! From face painting to bandana
wearing ... ice skating to roller coaster riding
- meeting new friends to reading with old
friends — it was a week that few will forget!

Even amidst all this excitement, we take time
to remember our tragic loss of the Beit Hamik-
dash and the long gallut we have suffered as a
result. Wednesday, Rosh Chodesh Av,
marked the beginning of the 9 days. Especially
this year, with all its tragedy on both sides of
the ocean, we have to use this time to think
about the destruction of Yerushalaim and how
we can better ourselves in order to bring about
its restoration.

L'Shana Habaa B'Camp Morasha B’Yeruaha-
laim (bowling and color warring and all)!!!

What’s New
in Camp Morasha?

Machzor Aleph Carnival

By Alisa Schnitzer and Sarit Kiuger-
man, G11

The carnival was a success. The booths were
perfect, especially the decorating. We really
liked G9's Sponge Bob, G11's Amazing Maze,
Yachad's Taste Test, G5's String Thing, B1's
Touchdown Football and G10’s Candygram.

We could see that everyone (including the Day
Camp) had a great time. We could also see
that most people can tell the difference be-
tween Coke and Pepsi. There were a lot of
candygrams (a letter that you send to some-
one with a candy attached)

sent. And, the food was so yummy.

Thanks to everyone that helped put the carni-
val together.

Machzor Aleph Color War

By Ariel Shay, G1

Interviewer: What do you think of color war?
Ariella: I'm having lots of fun!

Shoshana: It's the best thing ever!

I: If you could change anything about it, what
would you do?

A: I'd make it longer.

S: I'd add another team.

I: What was your favorite part?

A: The presentations.

S: The softball game.

I: Did you show good sportsmanship?

A: | tried.

S: | wanted to make everyone feel good.

I: Do you think your team worked together?
A: Sort of.

S: Yes.

I: Were there any problems?

A:Because everyone is so into color war, it
caused some fights.

S: | have a lot of friends on the other team and
sometimes during color war we forget about
our friendships.

I: Do you have anything to add?

A: Go Blue! B-L, B-L-U, B-L-U-E! Blue!

S:Go White! We'll fight tonight! White will win
and blue will lose! White is the team the
judges should choose!

Younger llanot Trip Day

By David Kukin, Avi Chaneles and Ari
Pruzansky, B9

On Monday morning the Younger llanot went
to Dorney Park. After a beautiful davening, we
we got onto the busses and we were off. The
bus ride was long but, it definitely paid off.
Some of the rides we went on were, Stee/
Force (a 200 foot drop), Thunderhawk, Laser,
Talan, Wild Mouse and the Log Flume (an 80
foot drop.)

While we were on these rides, most of the girls
were enjoying, Camp Snoopy. At Dorney we
met up with Nesher and Seneca Lake. At the
end of the action packed day, we had another
long, but exciting, bus ride back to camp.

Fim/Fot and Fab Four Flank Philly

By Sam “Shmelka” Adelsberg, B15 and
Adam “2024” Hanover, B14

On Monday, July 8th , the Alufim/fot wree de-
lighted to be woken at 4 am. After a meaning-
ful davening, we enjoyed an excellent array of




pancakes as well as a diverse selection of ce-
reals. The busses then departed for historic
Philadelphia. After a smooth bus ride that in-
volved a break down and being pulled to the
side of the road by some locals, we arrived at
the majestic Philadelphia Zoo. We saw frolick-
ing pandas, round green monkeys, and a fish
named Walter. We even stopped at the local
aquarium where a few of us were chosen to
feed the dolphins. ‘They were so hospitable,”
said Josh Gopin who was lucky enough to
swim with them,

From there, we hit the mall. It was big. It was
fun. Then we arrived at the extravagantly luxuri-
ous Wyndham Hotel. We ate dinner. It was
rather tasty. “The banana cake was under-
rated,” raved Eytan Fox, ‘I give it two thumbs
up.” Mike and Roy then took us DIRECTLY to
The Falls, which contained an assortment of
arcades, rides, mini-golf, go-carts, and other
fun stuff. “Personally, | loved the bumper
boats,” exclaimed Seth Anziska, resident fish-
ing expert. “It wasn't as serene as the Morasha
lake, which is far superior to any other body of
water, but it served its purpose.” We then re-
turned to the hotel for some sleep. Sammy
Sosa hits the ball really far.

The next morning it was off to Great Adventure.
The day was full of surprises — Edgardo Al-
fonzo, Feith Klaks, and DMX were all at the
park and Michael “| love the Indians” Gottes-
man overcame his fear of rollercoasters. How-
ever, we refused to get tattoos because we felt
it was inappropriate on the eve of the nine
days. The day concluded with many watching
as certain people paid $25 for a 29 second
bungee experience.

We'd like to take this opportunity to thank Dave,
Gabs, and all the rest of the staff for making the
trip so successful. It was a shame that we didn't
actually enter Philadeiphia on the Philadelphia
trip. Hopefully next year, we will be taking the
trip to Yerushalaim ir Hakodesh.

Machon/BBYO Day

By Ari Schlussel, Machon Boys

During the Morasha/BBYO joint program camp-
ers of different denominations exchange ideas
and outlooks on Judaism, as well many other
aspects of their lives, and many campers are

exposed to Jewish ideals completely unfamiliar
to them.

Many of the BBYO kids who grew up in small
communities across America had expected all
Orthodox Jews to be completely ignorant of the
so-called “real world.” One guy asked if | knew
who led Zeppelin was and another girls asked if
we had ever taken a science class. When they
saw the Abercrombie t-shirts and understood
our familiarity with American culture, many
were taken by surprise. They were inspired by
our Orthodox beliefs and by our true commit-
ment to halacha. Many Morasha campers have
grown up in sheltered Orthodox environments
and have never had their beliefs challenged.
Being bombarded by pointed questions have
inspired many of us to explore certain philoso-
phical or practical issues that we couldn’t an-
swer. Several of the BBYO kids have had to
endure tremendous struggles to establish Ju-
daism as an integral part of their lives and after
hearing their amazing stories, we gained a
great respect for them and learned not to take
things for granted.

After several minutes of mingling at the Pavil-
ion, Rabbi Dratch gave an inspiring speech
about Jewish ethnicity and culture and Rabbi
Kroll outlined the plans for the day. We were
divided into discussion groups — made up of a
facilitator and participants from both camps.
The topics included, Jewish community, prayer,
sexual ethics, Judaism in the home and Shab-
bos. The outlooks that were presented
spanned the spectrum. When the discussions
were over we were given a few hours to spend
together. Many people gathered to sing and
dance — the experience was unbelievable, all
dancing together with so much enthusiasm!
After mincha and a great barbecue, we went to
the Mercaziah to close the program. BBYO
sang and danced for us and we, led by the
amazing Michael Berl, presented our Shiriah
songs. Finally, we watched an emotional slide
show about the recent violence in Israel and we
ended by singing, Yerushalaim Shel Zahav.

On Tuesday, we all made new bonds and won-
derful friends. Connecting with Jews from other
denominations helped to inculcate a mutual
love for all Jews into the hearts of everyone
who was involved — Am Yisrael Chail




Bookworms Swarm
Campl!!

Library Corner

Anonymous Author

Twas the summer of ought two and the heat
was mighty in the hills of the Poconos near
the lake called Como. But in the shade of the
library called Strick there was a pleasant
breeze and cool running water and there was
a marm named Rock to tend to the critters of
the forest.

IS0, i you're lookin’ for a creepy story to share
round the campfire with the younguns, the
Sifriah has the Goosebumps series. And if
those kids need to settle down for a while with
a book, you can get Jokes and Riddles and
Guiness Believe it or Not. And for those of
you who get their kicks out of the misfortune
of others, you can be introduced to Harry Pot-
ter and A Series of Unfortunate Events.

Some of you might be God fearin’ types who
go to services on Saturday to hear the Rabbi
preach and for you Rock has divrei Torah on
the parsha and hilchot Shabbat. She’s got
more gemaras than you could shake a stick
at, mishnayot and even stuff on the history of
the great Jewish people of ours.

For those of you who like to keep up with the
doin’s in the big city, there’s the Daily Gazette
and even that newfangled stuff that comes off
the Internet — the Arutz Sheva news from
israel.

So mosey on over to the Morasha Library for
a good old time. And if you don’t see what
you want, don’t fret none. Just walk right on
up to Rock and you just ask her for some help
and she'll do what she can fer ya.

Starbooks’ Inaugural Meeting

By Sara Lamm Dratch

Opinions were flying last Motzei Shabbat as
the staff held its first meeting of the
“starbooks” book review club.

Ruchie Winkler moderated the discussion
about the book, A Fine Balance, by Rohinton
Mistry, a scathing indictement of the caste
system in India in the 1970s. New insights

into the characters, events and issues were
enjoyed by everyone (even those who hadn't
read the book!).

The food was great (special thanks to the
fruit-cutting Cohn’s)! The next book to be dis-
cussed is Fall on Your Knees, by Anne
McDonald — Date and location TBA.

Whats New in the Big
Wide World?

Readers in China are snapping up the fifth
Harry Potter book. There's just one problem:
It's fake. The 198-page book, "Harry Potter
and Leopard Walk Up to Dragon,” was written
by an anonymous Chinese author but has the
name and biography of British author J.K.
Rowling on its cover. Rowling is aware of the
fake and is taking this issue very seriously.”

For a week, a steady downpour of rain in
Texas has not let up. The heavy rain has
flooded much of central Texas, affecting
48,000 people. Many were forced to flee their
homes for safety on dry land.

Quantity wins out over quality. Sammy Sosa
wows the crowd with seven homers of 500
feet or more, but Jason Giambi wins the
Home Run Derby with 25 homers, seven
coming in the final round.

Two Canadian otters living at a sanctuary in
Scotland have been placed under 24-hour
protection from local ofters who want to beat
them up. The problem? The Canadian otters
have “foreign accents.”

Local otters have been spotted close to the
sanctuary, apparently confused by the
strange accents of their Canadian cousins.

Weekend Weather Forcast
(as of Wednesday, July 10):

Friday: Mostly sunny with highs in the low 80s
and lows in the mid 50s

Saturday: Mostly sunny with highs in the low
80s and lows in the mid 50s

Sunday: Thunder showers with highs in the
high 70s and lows in the high 50s




- Somsihingte ThiKAbeut ..

Moshiach’s Hat
(author unknown)

Twas the night of the
geulah,
And in every single shtie-
bel
Sounds of the Torah
could be heard
Coming from every kind
of yeedel
This one in English
Some in Hebrew, some
in Yiddish.
Some saying p'shat
And some saying a chid-
dush.
And up in shamayim
The Aibishter decreed:
“The time has come
for my children to be
freed.”
“‘Rouse the moshiach
From his heavenly berth.
Have him get a chariot,
and head down to earth.”
The moshiach got
dressed
And with a heart full of
glee,
went down to earth and
entered
The first shtiebel he did
see.
‘I am the moshiach!
Hashem has heard your
plea!
Your geulah has come!
It's time to go free!”
They all stopped their
learning;
this was quite a surprise.
And they looked at him
carefully,
with piercing sharp eyes.
“He's not the moshiach!”
Said one with a grin,
“Just look at his hat,
at the pinches and brim!"
“That's right!” cried an-
other,
with a grimace and
frown,

“Whoever heard of
mashiacrh

with a brim that’s turned
down?”

“Well," thought
mashiach,

“If this is the rule,

I'll turn my brim up
before | go to the next
shul"

So he walked right on
over

to the next shul in town.
Sure to be accepted,
since his brim was no
longer down.

“I'm the moshiach!” he
cried,

as he began to enter,
but the Jews wanted to
know first

if he was left, right, or
center.

“You're clothes are so
black!"

They cried out in fright.
You can’'t be moshiach,
you're much too far right!
If you want to be
moshiach,

you must be properly
outfitted.”

So they replaced his
black hat

with a kippah that was
knitted.

Wearing his new kippah,
moshiach went out and
said:

“No difference to me

what | wear on my head.”

So he went to the next
shul,

for his mission was dear,
But he was getting frus-
trated

with the Yidden down
here.

“I'm the moshiach” he
cried.

They all stopped to stare,
And a complete eerie
stiliness

filled up the air.

“You're the moshiach?!
just imagine that,
Whoever heard of a
moshiach —

without a black hat!”
“But | do have a hat!"
the moshiach then said.
So he pulled it right out
and plunked it down on
his head.

The shul started laugh-
ing,

And one said: “where's
your kop?”

You can't have a
moshiach

with a brim that’s turned
up!”

“If you want to be
moshiach

and be accepted in this
town,

put some pinches in your
hat

and turn that brim down!”
Moshiach walked out and

ik

“l guess that my time
hasn’'t come

I'll just have to return

to where | came from.”
So he went to his chariot,
but as he began to enter,
All sorts of Jews ap-
peared

from left, right and cen-
ter.

“Please wait — do not
leave.

“It's all their fault!” they
said,

And they pointed to each
other

and to what was on each
other’s head.

Moshiach looked sad -
and said, “you don't un-
derstand.”

Then he started up his
chariot

to get out of this land.
“Yes, it's very wonderful
that you all learn Torah,
But you seem to have
forgotten

a crucial part of the ‘
mesorah.”

“What does he mean?’
“‘What'’s he talking
about?” |
They all looked bewil- ‘
dered,

and all began to shout.
Moshiach looked back
and answered,

“The first place to start,

is to shut up your mouths
and open up your hearts.
To each of you, certain
yidden

seem to frum or too frei,
but all yidden are be-
loved

in the Aibishter’s eye.”
And on his way up he
shouted:
“If you want me to come,
try working harder

on some Ahavat
Chinam!”



PARSHA PAGE

D’var Torah

By Rabbi Jeremy Spierer

At the beginning of the parsha, Moshe re-
calls how he had instructed Bnei Yisrael
to appoint worthy judges. Moshe's de-
scription of the judges and his instructions
to them contain lessons for our time in
camp.

Moshe urges Bnei Yisrael to appoint
judges who are both chachamim (wise)
and nevonim (understanding). Rashi,
quoting the Sifrei, notes the difference be-
tween a chacham and a navon. The
chacham is like a rich moneychanger.
When people bring him money to exam-
ine he does so. When they don't bring him
money he sits idly. The navon is like a re-
sourceful moneychanger. Even when
people do not bring him money he
searches and finds his own clients.

Both moneychangers possess the same
skill, but only the second uses his skill to
the fullest. Camp gives us the opportunity
to cultivate new skills, whether on the ball
courts, the woodshop, the “bake shop”
etc....Equally important, camp gives us
the chance to work on our interpersonal
skills (bein adam I'chaveiro), to make new
friends and strengthen old friendships.
What's more the summer gives us time to
ask questions about Torah and about life
that we may not have the opportunity to
ask during the year. Our parsha urges us
not to sit idly, but to use our time in camp
to the fullest.

Moshe's first instruction to the newly ap-
pointed judges is to “listen among your

brothers and judge righteously between a
man and his brother or his disputant
(1:18).” While Moshe directs his com-
ments specifically to judges, our sages
have extended these words to every per-
son. After all everyone serves as a judge
for his own actions. Thus, Moshe gives us
two keys for successful relationships with
the people in our lives. 1) To listen. When
dealing with others in our bunks and
homes we have to do more than hear
what they say to us before we respond.
We have to truly listen to their concerns.
2) If someone comes to you for assis-
tance, make him feel like an equal and be
sensitive to his needs.

May everyone enjoy a productive and
happy summer and experience a mean-
ingful Nine Days. Shabbat Shalom.

Sedra Stats

44" of the 54 sedras

1% of 11 in Devarim

Written on 196 lines in a Sefer Torah —
26" most in the Torah

105 psukim — 32™ most in the Torah, 6"
most in Devarim

1548 words — 26" most in the Torah, 6"
most in Devarim

5972 letters — 24" most in the Torah, 5"
most in Devarim

Contains 2 of the 613 mitzvot, both prohi-
bitions

Parsha: Devarim
Candle Lighting: 7: 15
Shabbos Ends: 8:24
Pirkei Avot: 2nd Perek




Oving Reportel

If you could go
anywhere on trip day,
where would it be?

Micha Moskowitz (B2): Anywhere
with a good shower

Tova Rosensweig (G3): Hershey
Park

Joyce Fruchter (Asst to the Di
rector): Blue Ribbon fruit
store

Erica Stern and Amanda Bie
nenfeld (G4): Home

Lisa Lesnik (Girls HC Adminis
trator): To the hospital to
see the Storch'’s baby

Zehava Hoffman (G2): Six Flags
Great Adventure

Rabbi Liss (Ed Staff): A soc-
cer game to watch a real
sport

Yaakov Rosenberg (Head
Waiter): Met game

Ariella Perl (G2): Dorney Park

Penina Warburg (Day Camp):
Fun and Games

Dale Pianko (OIG DH): A mu-
seum in Manhattan

Adi Pasternak (B17): Israel

Rabbi Storch (Head of Boys
Sports): On the llanot
Apache Relay

Joshua Weiss (B1): Like Mike
movie

Geri Mansdorf (Dining Rm Su
pervi sor): A day at the spa
for a massage

Ayelet Brecher (G6): Home

Hadassa Feinberg (Mothers
Helper): Rollerblading

David Gibber (B3): Hershey Park

Zalmon Abramchik (Waiter): My
bed -

Yoni Wruble (B16): Star Wars
Movie

Yael Warhaftig (Girls Asst HC):
Boys Campus

Josh Mcguilner (B17): Splish
Splash water park

Michael Berl (Fine Arts Depart
ment Head): Israel

Erin Weinreich (G5): Home

Josh Polevoy (B1): Six Flags
Great Adventure

Shirley Storch (Comptroller):
Ireland

Nathan Uliman (Day Camp): To a
sports game

Rock Davis (Librarian): Jerusa
lem




Brain Teasers

Can you figure out the answers to these word puzzles?

Submit your answers with your name and bunk to the Shalhevet box in the library.
Anyone who answers them all (or most of them) correctly will be entered in a drawing
to receive a free Powerade.

The first one is done for you to demonstrate how to solve them.

Enjoy!!!
1. 26 = L. of the A. 11.11=P.onaF.T.
(26 = Letters of the Alphabet)
12. 1,000 =W. thata P. is W.
2.5=T.onaC. (including the S. in the T.)
13.29=D.inF.inalL.yY.
3.200=D. for P.G. in M.
14.64=S.onaC.
4 8=S.0onasSs.
15. 40 =D. and N. of the G. F.
5.3=B.M (SHTR)
16.20=Q. (A, V., orM.)
6.4=Q. inaG.
17.10=L. I
7.24=H.inaD.
18.7=Y.of B.L. for B. a M.
8.1=W.onaul.
19.2,000=PinaT.
9.5=D.inaZ. C.
10. 57 =H.V. 20.4=S.onaV.

Thank you to all those who submitted entries last week. Congratulations to our winner of last
week's brain teaser contest who wants to remain anonymous and will receive a Powerade.

2. 7 = Wonders of the Ancient World 12. 9 = Judges of the Supreme Court
3. 1,001 = Arabian Nights 13. 10 = Digits in a Telephone Number
4. 12 = Signs of the Zodiac (including the Area Code)
5. 54 = Cards in a Deck (with the Jokers) 14. 30 = Seconds over Tokyo
6. 9 = Planets in the Solar System 15. 8 = Days a Week (in the Beatles Song)
7. 88 = Piano Keys 16. 15 = Men on a Dead Man's Chest
8. 13 = Stripes on the American Flag 17. 4+20 = Blackbirds Baked in a Pie
9. 18 = Holes on a Golf Course 18. 9 = Squares in Tic-Tac-Toe
10. 32= Degrees at which Water Freezes 19. 3 = Strikes Your Out at the Old Ball
11. 90 = Degrees in the Right Angle Game

20. 7 = Dwarfs with Snow White




