Erev Shabbat Parshat Korach
Friday July 1, 2005
24 Sivan 5765

Welcome to
Camp Morasha 6760/

Inside:

What’s New in Camp
What’s New in the Real Worlid
What’s New in Israel
What’s New in Sports
Parsha Pointers
Theme Thoughts
Roving Reporter
Brain Teasers




Welcome one and all to what is sure to be another
fun and exciting summer at Camp Morasha. By
now, I'm sure you're all wondering,

What’s new in camp this year?

Stop by Bondi 5 to check out the newest edition to
the Girls' Campus daily schedules, ceramics. Our
local expert is Sandy Weiner, who can't wait until her
kiins are up and running. At ceramics,
campers will have the opportunity to
make something out of clay, let it dry and
then place it in the kiln for bisque firing
where it will turn white. Next they ups
will paint and glaze it. The final
step is a second firing which
makes the piece durable and
shiny. We are looking forward to
seeing the fruits of your labor, including family por-
trait plates, Pesach salt water dishes with frogs,
mugs, candle holders, vases and many more.

Just in case you were worried, we are happy to re-
assure you that horseback riding is back and better
than ever. Fortunately, we have an expanded staff
of wranglers and many new rider friendly horses.
This allows for each bunk throughout the camp to be
scheduled for this favorite activity once a week!
They have cut new trails and can’t wait to take you
all out for a ride! They may even have a rodeo for
really good riders at the end of the summer. What
they are most looking forward to though, is getting
Rabbi Spodek and Mr. Shalom Lamm up and riding
this summer.

As Shiriah quickly approaches, the music depart-
ment is preparing for an exciting and inspiring eve-
ning. This year's theme will be k'doshim thiu la-
chem, with three categories of songs, kedushat
ha'am, kedushat hamishpacha and kedushat
ha'adam. We can't wait for practices to begin as we
look toward the event with great anticipation!

The library is open and has already begun to lend
out many exciting new books. Fol-
lowing last year's success, there will
be book clubs that will meet
throughout the summer to discuss
predetermined books. The staff club
will be reading Adjusting Sights by
Chaim Sabato. Stay tuned for an-
nouncements regarding the selec-
tion for the camper book clubs. As
always, the New York Times will be

delivered daily, but remember boys, no tzitzit, no
sports. Stop by and visit to check out the seforim,
adult and childrens' books, magazines and Torah
tape library.

This year's mishlachat from Eretz Yisrael
is the largest one to date, containing 32
young men and women whose presence
will be felt in every area of camp. They will
be organizing and conducting leilot tzavah
(army nights), overnights, sichot on Shab-
bat, and a full day event called Yom Yis-
rael. They will also be initiating a long
term project called Understanding the Dis-
engagement??? Make sure to stay tuned.

Coming off of an extremely successful inaugural
summer, the Batei Midrash Programs, BMP and
MMP are back and better than ever. We welcome
Rabbi and Mrs. Bednarsh who will be giving shiurim
to the members of the programs. Anne Gordon has
returned to head up the MMP and Yehuda Chanales
looks forward to leading the BMP. The boys’ pro-
gram plans to offer chaburahs to Older llanot and
Alufim boys and the girls will benefit from chaburahs
for Alufot and Machon girls. Look for lots of food,
especially chulent, on boys' campus and remember
that the batei midrash are always open and all can't
wait to meet you and learn with you!

Good news, for all you sports fans out there. Camp
Morasha will be participating in the Wayne County
Athletic Association tournaments again this year.
Check out the repainting of the lines on the 2 bas-
ketball and volleyball courts outside the boys’ sports
shack. The mercazia was also

repainted, making it a great
place for indoor games on a
rainy day! Rabbi Richter is
thrilled about the two things that
make boys' sports great - the
campers, who come from all of
the best yeshivot and high
schools combined with a staff made up of b'nei To-
rah with tremendous athletic ability, making this
summer's sports experience one that is sure to be
unparalleled in Morasha history! The girls’ sports
staff can’t wait to start playing Ultimate Frisbee with
the campers from Older Shtilim and up. The tram-
poline is already up and running and they eagerly
await the set-up of the tether ball pole which should
provide some intense games real soon.

Walking alongside the lake, you can't miss the new-
est addition to the waterfronts on both campuses,




the 14 foot high icebergs, used for climbing up and
sliding down into the cool, refreshing water. The
waterfront staff can’t wait for the campers to come
down and use them!  Girls’ WF welcomes a new
and old staff and looks forward to the continuation of
Swim and Stay Fit with great new prizes.

Starting this week, campers will have the opportunity
to make beads and erasers, as well as projects like
Jerusalem sand art in Arts and Crafts. Check out
the international staff in the Woodshop including
members from Eretz Yisrael, Manchester, England,
New York and Kansas (that's a foreign country, isn’t
it?)

! The drama department is ex-
| cited about the two plays that will
¥/ be performed by the campers this
summer, Beauty and the Beast
(Machzor Aleph) and The Diary of
Anne Frank (Machzor Bet). Staff and
Machon can try out to participate in The Odd
Couple (female version) by Neil Simon.

With lots of new young, talented staff, including
three members from Eretz Yisrael, the educational
staff is raring to go! Shiurim this summer will focus
on the theme of the summer, building the commu-
nity. Do you know how many current ed staff mem-
bers were here in Morasha as Nitzanim or Day
Camp? Can you guess which ones? There are
even more than there were last year! Ask your shiur
teacher if he or she was a Nitzi!

While not new to camp, Meryl Meitelis is riew to her
position as the Dining Room Supervisor. She is
joined by returning kitchen supervisors David Blu-
menthal and Micheal Scharf and returning chefs Ira
Tannenbaum and Moshe Eichner. B'teiavon!

Look for fun, cool dances for Nitzi Girls and Day
Can'_lp this summer. Come to the pavilion to meet
Yonina Bersson at 12 PM daily to find out more!

Our nature department will be headed by two mem-
bers of our mishlachat, Hadas and Shai. They have
exciting events and activities planned and can't wait
to greet you all over the light of a campfire!

Always a favorite here at camp,
Rock Climbing will continue to
challenge and excite us all.
staff includes a few returning

members as well as some new "
ones and they are planning to play

music as climbing takes place, conduct races and tie
two campers together, causing them to have to
climb at the same pace. Stop by and see if you are
up for the task.

Fishing is back this summer with
Avraham Tanev, chief fisherman. If &
you enjoy this activity, you've come
to the right place as the Morasha lake
has many bass, pickerel or perch that
are ripe for the catching.

Let's not forget about the Day Camp. The youngest
members of the Morasha family are busy enjoying
their brand new sand and great new green chairs.
They also look forward to going horseback riding
weekly.

What's New In the Real World ?

Governor Pataki and Mayor Bloomberg unveiled a
radical redesign of the Freedom Tower planned in
Lower Manhattan on Wednesday: a 77-story glass-
clad skyscraper that would sit atop an almost imper-
meable 200-foot concrete and steel pedestal, over-
looking the memorial intended to honor those who
died at the World Trade Center.

A fish as big as a bear was caught by villagers in
northern Thailand, according to a report released
yesterday. The 646-pound Mekong giant catfish,
caught last month, is believed to be the largest
freshwater fish ever seen.

Imagine having 200,000 bees covering your body -
and still not setting a world record! Philip McCabe of
Tipperary, Ireland, was aiming for the world mark of
350,000 bees (a staggering 87 1/2 pounds), but fell
about 150,000 bees short. McCabe said that had it
been warmer than 63 degrees, the bees would have
followed their docile queen, which rested on his chin.

What's New in Israel?

“We must leave the Gaza Strip in order to build ls-
rael,” said Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, addressing
the annual Caesarea Conference on economics in
Jerusalem. Sharon's address maintained a positive

(continued on page 7)



This Week’s Parsha: Korach

Candle Lighting: 8:22 PM

Motzai Shabbos: 9:30 PM

Sof Z’'man K’riat Shema: 9:18 AM (Gr'a)
Sof Z’'man Tefilah: 10:34 AM (Gra)

By RaBB!I YEHUDA BALSAM

At the beginning of this week’s parsha, we
read the story of Korach’s rebellion against
Moshe Rabbeinu. Korach’s lineage was simi-
lar to that of Moshe and Aharon and he
therefore felt that he should be entitled to a
similar position of leadership. He therefore
joined forces with others who felt that they
had been ignored and should have been
given more significant roles to play in the hi-
erarchy of the b’nei Yisrael, and together,
they set out to prove their point. However,
had their true motives been apparent to the
masses, no one would have taken their rebel-
lion seriously and they would have been writ-
ten off as “power hungry”. Thus Korach de-
vised a plan that would help him gain sympa-
thy among the masses.

Rashi, citing the medrash, explains that he
gathered 250 leaders, mostly from shevet
Reuven, and cloaked them in garments com-
prised completely of t'chelet. He brought this
imposing group before Moshe and asked him
whether these garments required (fzitzit.
Moshe answered that they indeed did need
to be adormed with tzitzit, and Korach began
to laugh at him. His reasoning was simple. If
the entire goal of wearing tzitzit is so that one
will see a single strand of t'chelet, why should
a garment tl.at composed of thousands of
t;.chelet strands not be exempt? Korach's
goal in staging this spectacle was to discredit
Moshe as a Torah leader. If Moshe was truly

Hashem's choice as the ultamite teacher of
Torah, how could he have made such an ob-
vious mistake in halacha; one which is appar-
ent to anyone who analyzes the situation.
Thus it seemed clear that Moshe was not
Hashem'’s choice to be the only leader of the
b’nei Yisrael, and he had simply usurped the
power for himself.

We are all aware that Korach was indeed
mistaken, but the question is why? Why was-
n’'t his argument just as valid as Moshe Rab-
beinu's? After all, logic seems to be on his
side, and the garment should not need to be
adorned with (zitzit? Rav Yosef Dov So-
loveitchik explains that the root of Korach’s
error was that he thought that Torah was a
discipline that could be understood by any-
one possessing a keen and intelligent mind.
If one is capable of thinking in a logical fash-
ion, then their arguments bear as much
weight as those of a seasoned Torah scholar.
This is, however, not the case at all. Just as
every type of science has its rules of study,
and must be analyzed using a thorough
knowledge of the subject, so too Torah is a
discipline that is governed by its own rules
and Godly logic. If someone visits the doctor
and is diagnosed with a particular ailment,
they would be foolish to waste their time ex-
plaining to the doctor why it is logically im-
possible that they might have contracted this
disease. Logic has nothing to do with it. The
tests, which are governed by their own bio-
logical and chemical rules have determined
the scientific reality, to which everyday logic
plays little or no role. The same is true for To-
rah and halacha. A great scholar, one capa-
ble of paskening halachot, must train himself

(continued on page 5)




Well, everyor.e, here we are back in camp for
another great summer of horseback riding,
swimming, leamning, sports, and just enjoying
each other's company! Continuing from last
year’s theme of the seven days of creation in
B'reishit, this year the theme of the summer
is Community, inspired by Sefer Shemot.
Stay tuned for a weekly update
about the theme in this very
Shalhevet! Sunday will mark
the first week of the theme:
LEADERSHIP. Starting with 3
Moshe, Aharon, and Miriam, and
continuing with leaders throughout
Jewish history, campers and counsel-
ors will be exposed both through their tradi-
tional shiurim and during more informal set-
tings, to the importance of leaders in shaping
the communal experience.

In order to spread excitement and ensure the

educational experience of the theme, Mo-
rasha has created a new office, known as In-

formal Educational Program (IEP for short).
Led by Elana Stein and Eli Cohn, this office is
dedicated to helping promote enthusiasm for
a uniquely Jewish camping experience. The
initiatives of this office include planning all
divisional Shabbatonim and color wars, de-
veloping special out of the box activities for
Shtili and llanot girls, brainstorming for
= educational night activities for both
?,' campuses, as well as Shabbos pro-

| gramming for  Machzor Aleph,

,/\ Machzor Bet, and Machon!
. | (Other activities, such as pro-
gramming for Shivia Assar
b’Tammuz and Tish’a b’Av, are
unrelated to the theme but are also
organized by the IEP.)

We are looking forward to a summer of fun,
learning and growth for campers and staff
alike!

Have a great Shabbos!

Y T 1 1Yt Y 1

A warm welcome to our friends from Yachad. We are '
excited to see both the new and the returning faces.
Looking forward to sharing a great summer with you!
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(continued from page 4)

to think within a Torah framework, and not allow himself to use gut instinct when determining
the Torah’s will. We, in turn, must leam to respect those who have accomplished this feat
and realize that sometimes they are coming from a different perspective than we are. Moshe
Rabbeinu’s p’sak halacha may not have been the popular choice, but when determining the
living will of Hashem, popularity cannot be a deciding factor.

Hopefully we will continue to increase our Torah knowledge to the point that we too can
achieve a perspective in which we view the world through “Torah tinted glasses” and bring
ourselves closer to Hashem and his service.

Shabbat Shalom!




Question: What are you most looking forward

to about this summer?
Shmuel ROchln {B-T) 5. . fosi v Sistiannmebnen sbuk saiansainas gty esnadatss ben s anms iz Being with my friends
oY g e e e s b e L el S RS .y 1 B TECT LY SYSR RSN, S Swimming
JONANAr UNIGISOMINBE ..o b s s s shastusvas ibonany shwbevsbaispesbussaarbis cvssinanvissisanng Rockclimbing
David Friedman (Boys' Head COoUNSEION ........c..iviiiueriiiiiiicnii e e eeae e
..................................... The jacuzzi they installed in my bunk and a couple of rounds of golf
Chanan Bina (Division Head) ...........cccccovvinniiniieiniiennnenn. Not being a Color War general
At ZInhorg (B 0) e i s ckis s oioiinivhsiastss vnnbiin sabanedbsns sus s msnbha s va phami NS Sports with the kids
Sharon Sokol (Girls' Camp Mother) ..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiniannn. The smiles the children gave me
Chary Fox (Boys' Camp Mother) ...................Spending time with my terrific boys and days off
Meryl Meiteles (Dining Room Supervisor) ............... Horseback riding and getting more tables
S ST e D vy e R S OO RSO R R RS e A A Swimming in the lake
ST TR e L e T b MRS R I DTN A ) i | I L S R e Banana boating
FEchol BanaIm LB 2)5 i1 o iiinsrannvaisvsusics sastis sarss snasy con SukEag o+ SAk Kakse s hos s sony Everything
T Lt WEE Tk g BRSSO NG W AR ST o Y SRS SRR e S (8 Trips
Sara Lamm Dratch (Girls Waterfront) .....................o.ooiie. For Whitestone to meet his bashert
Chaya Lamm Warberg (Girls Waterfront) ..................c.coooiin Meeting all the new children
S e e B R e B TR I R e Basketball
Nicole Zweiter and Tamar Novetsky (G-4) .....c..oviiiiiiiiiiiii i Trampoline
Carol Rhine (Girls' Head Counselor) ...........ccoimiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnanae. My air conditioned golf cart
Barbiara Simon (DIVSION Hemt) ... .« c.iciiimeediasentnmvses o nnmnsssonnnsssssins Weather perfection
B O BN DT NEINTY 5 in AR Coss o4 54 s v S e SR S DB YN S M ST SN W AR A R BRSAR AR The icebergs
T e 17 (25 P RO S e ey DR, ARl o S0 e 7L o (DR Ceramics
B MOBKDWIRZ (IS8, s sitnrersosnsosssiiiseiins doinssashmimisin R v s s ATr SRS AT S o aian3 The new bunk
R NINAANNVEIDENY (B8 . . . n v s iadcohe i he veasina N issmsenmnne siva s sinnbins o hehssiva's asislon Saiakiu ns Swimming
AV STERURD LY o 8L 1ol v T it cnsn st nw o ARl a s n T A AR RS SR e Horseback riding
Yonina Bersson (Division Head and Dance Department Head) ................cccccciiiiiiiiiiiinnnn..,

y . Alufots’ first summer of going to activities and the Chicken Dance with Day Camp
Vlwan Rosenberg (Day Camp Supervisor) ... Wonderful weather, beautiful trees, peace & quiet
PautE Spotiak (OMCe: MIRDEOBE) v 7 -5k s it s isetishssmsssiiiyarebiole Sl s roseste s AT N baicnpa v akitns sAmshsa?
.............................. Watching my grandsons thrive in the beautiful Camp Morasha sunshlne
Seth Dimbert (Technical Director) ..........cccocvviiiiiieiiiniennn. Reading the Roving Reporter




